HOW TO WEAR THE SASH
Many women like to wear the tartan of their clan or their husband’s clan, but are not quite sure how to do it
properly. Although the manner of wearing tartan sashes has had a customary significance even two centuries
ago, there is no legal significance. However, a due respect for custom is important. The following suggestions
are based upon a careful study of traditional practice, and bear the approval of the Lord Lyon King of Arms.

The proper way to wear the sash is over the right shoulder across the breast and
secured by a pin or brooch on the right shoulder. Or it can be worn on the right
shoulder in the form of a pleated fan or rosette, secured by a brooch, with both pieces
of sash streaming down the back. The longer piece of fabric should be on the bottom
and can be secured at the left back side of the waist with the shorter
top piece of fabric hanging free. (see sketch)

Rosette

If you are a the Queen of Great Britain, a member of the Royal Family, a Scottish
clan chief, a wife of a Scottish clan chief or the wife of a Colonel or General of
Scottish Regiments, the sash should be worn over the left shoulder and secured with a
brooch on the left shoulder.(See sketch)

The Lord Lyon also has stated that a woman who has married outside of her clan but
wishes to wear the tartan of her family rather than that of her husband, should wear the
sash over her right shoulder, across the breast and secured at the left waist in a bow.
Over the years, I have never seen anyone wear the sash in this manner. I think that
trying to make a bow out the sash is cumbersome. However, anyone wishing to wear it
this way should do so as it is totally appropriate.(See sketch)

HOW TO MAKE A ROSETTE
This is an easy way to make a rosette out of your tartan sash. Often, women do not want to wear the sash across
the breast beauty queen style, but prefer instead to keep the front of the dress free of the sash. Dancers,
especially, use this style but it is appropriate for anyone.
Step 1: Fold the tartan sash in half.
Step 2: Take the top of the folded end and fold it back about 6″. Now fasten a rubber band in the middle of this
new fold, making the sash look like a bow with a long tail. (See example)

Step 3: Fluff the folds so that the bow looks like a rosette, then use pins to fasten the rosette’s half circles
together or, if you wish it to be more secure, use a needle & thread to stitch the half circles together. Pin your
brooch in the middle of the rosette to hide the rubber band.

Step 4: Pin the rosette to the shoulder of your dress with the end of the sash hanging diagonally across your
Step 5: Arrange the two ends of the sash diagonally across your back so that they reach your hip, then fasten the
bottom end to your hip with safety pins, making sure that the pins are not visible. The top end of the sash should
hang free.

